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Ship Lonpon, Chatham, Octch. 10, 1745. 
AT A 


COURT-MARTIAL, 


This Day by Adjournment, 


PREESENT, 


Sir Chaloner Ogle, Admiral of the Blue, Preſident, 
Perry Mayne, Eſq; Rear-Admiral of the Blue, &c. 
Thomas Smith, Commodore, 


Captain Milliam Parry, Captain Sir Charles Melly, 
Charles Windham, * Smith Callis, 
William Chambers, Geo. Bridges Roaney, 
. Rentone, Robert Erskine, 

obert Allen, ohn Pitman, 
Thomas Limeburner, | Charles Catford, 
Thomas Frankland, | Edward Spragge, 
Sir William Hewet, | Robert Swainton, 
Charles Coleby, Hon. Archib. Stuart, 
Sheldrake Layton, © George Elliot, and 
Joſeph Hamer, Job Orme, 


Priſoner. Then, 
Captain Edmund 7/7lliams was brought into Court, 
The Members of the Court were ſworn by the 
folowing Oath, adminiſtred to them by the Judge- Advocate, 


T H E Preſident ordered the Marſhal to bring in the 


« You ſhall well and truly try and determine the Matter 
no before you, between our Sovereign Lord the 
« King and the Priſoner to be tried. So help you 


« God.“ | 
A 2 ben 


NF” Capt. Smith Callis, being diſtantly related to the Priſoner, 
deſired to be excuſed ſetting, and withdrew. 
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Then the Charge \againſt Captain Bdmund Iuiliam: was 
read, ſetting forth, 1 


Firſt, That on the 11th of February, in the Year of our Lord 
One thouſand ſeven hundred and forty-three, Thomas 
Mathews, Eſq; was Admiral and Commander in Chief 
of his Majeſty's Fleet in the Mediterrancan Sea, and 
Edmund Walon, Eſq; being then and there Captain 

+ and Commander of his Majetty's Ship Ryyal-Oak, and 
under the Command, and in the Diviſion of the ſaid 
Admiral; and the ſaid Thomas Mathews, being in Sight 
and View of the Combined Fleets of the King of 1 0. 

his Majeſty's then declared Enemy, and the French King 

his Ally and Confederate, and the ſaid Combined Fleet, 
(2) being very near, and in likelihood of an Engagement | 

with his Majeſty's. faid Fleet, the ſaid Thomas Mathews 
did cauſe the proper Signal to be made to engage, and 
did then and there, with ſeveral of his Majeſty's Ships 
under his Commend, bear down. upon, engage, and join 
Battle with his Majeſty's ſaid Enemy, and endeavour to 
take, fire, kill, and endamage the ſaid Enemy; and 
the ſaid Edmund Milliams then having the Command of his 
_ Majeſty's ſaid Ship Royal-Qak, was in full Sight and View 
of the Sonal to engage, as aforeſaid, and in View of the 
ſaid Engagement, and well knew the Duty required by 
the ſaid Signal; and that by the Articles of War, his 
Majeſty's Inſtructions and the Diſcipline of the Navy, it 
was his Duty to have done his utmoſt to take, fire, kill, 
and endamage his Majeſty's ſaid Enemies, as he might 
and ought to have done: But, inſtead thereof, withdrew 
or kept back from the Fight, and kept and continued, 
with his Majeſty's ſaid Ship under his Command, to 
Windward of his Station, in the Line of Battle, during 
all or the greateſt Part of the ſaid Engagement, not- 
_ withſtanding it was in his, power. to have gone into 
huis Station and engage with the faid Ship under 
bis Command, in Fight with his Majeſty's ſaid Ene- 
mies, in his Station, in the Line of Battle, as near as 
the ſaid Thomas, Mathews did, had he uſed the. proper 
Methods for that purpoſe, and it was his Duty ſo to 
bave done. Yet he Liz and continued with the ſaid 


Ship out of his Station, and above the Diſtance of Point- 
Blank Shot from his Majeſty's ſaid Enemies, during all 
or the greateſt Part of the Engagement, in Breach of the 
l 1 * Fiir N i Nen ile fs Articles 
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(es) 10 
Articles of War, his Majeſty's Inſtructions, and the | | 
Commands of the Admiral aforeſaid. | bu 14 
Secondly, That by the 20th Article of his Majeſty's Fighting 
Ingnſtructions to his Commanders, it is exprefsly charged 
and commanded, to the Effect following, (E. Every 
Commander is to take Care, that his Guns are not fired 
till he is ſure he can reach the Enemy upon a Point- 
Blank) yet notwithſtanding he, the ſaid Edmund I/illiams, 
did, on the faid 11th of February, fire, and cauſe to be 
fired at the Enemy ſeveral Guns, when the ſame were 
not in Reach of the Enemy upon a Point-Blank, nor 
even in (3) Reach of the Enemy on random Shot, in 
Breach of his Duty, and Violation of the Obedience due 

to his Majeſty and his Inſtructions. 
Thirdly; That, during the Engagement aforeſaid, between 
Part of his Majeſty's: Fleet and the ſaid Combined Fleet, 
his Majeſty's Ships, Namur and Marlborough, were hard 
preſs'd, and the latter was diſabled, having her Main 
and Mizen Maſts ſhot away; and after ſhe was ſo diſ- 
abled, as aforeſaid, continued for a conſiderable time 
engaged in Fight with his Majeſty's Enemies, which he 
the ſaid Edmund Milliams ſaw: He, the ſaid Edmund 
Williams, being then in Command, as aforeſaid, and 
being a- ſtern and to windward of the Mariborovgh, and 
capable of yielding Aſſiſtance and Relief to his Majeſty's 
ſaid Ships, Namur and Marlborough, by going with his 
Majeſty's Ship Reyal/-Oak, then under his Command, to 


their Aſſiſtance; which he might, and ought to have 
| done; notwithſtanding which, he, - the faid Edmund 
7 Williams, did not do his utmoſt to aſſiſt and relieve his 
; Majeſty's ſaid Ships, but withdrew, and kept back with 
) his Majeſty's ſaid Ship, under his Command, from the ſaid 
7 Fight, or Engagement, and from the Aſſiſtance of his 
- Majeſty's faid Ships, Namur and Marlborough, contrary 
0 to his Duty, and the Articles of War. 

r Fourthly, That the ſaid Edmund Williams was, and is, guilty 
» of Diſobedience to his Majeſty's Inſtructions, and the 
s ü Signals and. Commands of the Admiral, and Neglect of 
er Naval Military Diſcipline, and of divers notorious 
to Breaches of his Duty, as Captain and Commander of 
id one of his Majeſty's Ships of War, upon the ſaid 11th Day 
t- of February, before and during the faid Engagement of 
all his Majeſty's ſaid Fleet, with the Combined Fleet of 
he France and Spain in the editerrangeon Sea, as — 
les | an 
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(6) 
and was one of the principal Cauſes of the Miſcarriage 
of his Majeſty's ſaid Fleet. 


The Priſoner addreſs'd himſelf to the Court ; Gentlemen, 
I muſt confeſs, this is a very heavy and ſevere Charge; but, 
I hope, it is not all Fact that is alledged againſt me.— I ſhall 
not take up much time, but leave it to the Court. 

The Preſident ſaid, Sir, you may depend upon it the Court 
will do you Juſtice. — The Priſoner anſwered, I am ſure 
they will. | 

— Timothy Neucella, late Lieutenant of the Marlborough, 
was called in, in ſupport of the Charge. Being ſworn, his 
Depoſition was read, ſetting ſorth, That he was 2d Lieute- 
nant of the Marlborough, on the 11th of February, 1743, 
which Ship was ſtationed as the ſecond a-ſtern of Admiral 
Afathews : That in the Morning, Admiral Mathews made 
the Signal for the Line of Battle a- head — That Capt. Il. 
liams then commanded the Royal-Oak z and that ſhe was in 
View of the Signal 3 and that the Combined Fleet was then 
about two gf three Miles diſtant from the Center of his Ma- 
jeſty's Fleet That about eleven the Signal was made to 
engage; and about one, the Namur and Marlborough bore 
down and engaged the Real, and her Second a- ſtern; and 
that the Rypert and Royal-Oak did not bear down ſo near as 
the Namur and Marlborough did, nor near enough to be with - 
in Point-Blank; and that from the Beginning of the Engage- 
ment, till hve in the Afternoon, the Rupert and Royal-Oat 
were to Windward of the Line; that the Royal-Oak was 
further to Leeward, in the beginning, than any of the other 
Ships; and that there were no Ships for the Rupert and Royal- 
Oak properly to engage. That a great many Guns were 
fired by the Rupert and Royal-Oak, at too great a Diſtance ; 
that the Namur and Marlborough, were hard preſs'd by the 
Enemy ; the Marlborough had her Main and Mizen Mafts 
ſhot away; that the Rupert and Royal-Oak were in Sight of 
the Maribarough's Diſtreſs, and capable of yielding her Aſhi- 
ſtance; but neither of them bore down to aſſiſt her. That 
about four the Ann- Galli Fireſhip bore down, and was not 
covered by any of the other Ships; and that the Rupert and 
Royal-Oak might have done that Service, if their Commanders 
had thought proper, 28 
hen the Court asted.] QA. Was the Rozal-Oak in the Line, 
when the Namur began to engage ? RY RT; 

A. | can't tell; I did not ſee her then; when I ſaw her, 
ſhe made a ſmall Angle with us. | 


V 


470 


, Where was you _— ? 
. Upon the lower CGun-Deck, 


9. Was the Reyal-Oak to Leeward of the three other Ships 
a-ſtern ? A. Yes. Ber 


I What Time did you ſee her ? Ky 
. Once before ſhe came down. | wy 
D: Did you ever ſee the Royal-Oak engage? | 
A. I faw her fire ſome Guns; but I think not within the 
Reach of Point-Blank, ſhe was at toogreat a Diſtance, 


9. In the firſt Part of the Engagement, was there any 
Ship for the Royal-Oak to engage with? 


A. The five ſternmoſt Ships were not come up: they did 
not come up till two or three Hours after the Beginning. 
. What Ship could ſhe then engage with? 
. The2d or 3d Ship a-ſtern of the Spanih Admiral. 
What Ships were a-ſtern of the Spaniſh Admiral? 
Six. Five at a great Diſtance. | 
9. What Number were in a Line with the Spaniſb Admi- 


ral?! A. Only one. 
9. When you ſaw the Ræyal-Oa fire, what Ship did ſhe 
fire at? . The 2d or 3d Ship from the Spaniſb Admiral, 


O. Was it in the latter Part of the Engagement? 


A. Yes, two Hours after we began; ſhe might fire before 
that, and I believe ſhe did. 


2, Was ſhe in a Line with the Admiral, when you firſt 
faw her? A. She was a little upon our Weather Quarter. 


Y: Was ſhe in a Line with the Admiral, at his firſt engag- 
ing! A. I did not ſee her. 


3 Was the Royal-Oak ever in a Line with 2. A. No. 


* 


Was you in a Line with the Admiral at firſt? 
When we firſt brought to, the Admiral was as near in 
2 Line as could be; he was rather upon our Weather- Bow. 

; O. When you ſaw the Royal-Oak, was it in her power to 
e engage cloſely! 
ts A. She muſt have gone to Leeward of the other Ships if 
of ſhe had. 4 11) | 
i- WU 2. Could the Royal-Oak have engaged any Ships cloſely 
at 


without going to Leeward of the Marlborough & X 
A, If the had bore down in a Line with us-at the firſt, he 

ad might afterwards have engaged properly with the other Spaniſh 

dhips that were coming up. 328 
Q: When the Ryyal-Oak engaged, was it in her power to 

IC, | have engaged in a Line with you? A. I believe ſhe might. 

Was you in a proper Line with the Admiral? 
+ Yes, as exactly as could be. 


(68) 

2. Was it in the Power of the Reyal- Oak to give the 
Alariborough any Aſſiſtance? 

A. If ſhe had crouded a- head, ſhe might have Jain upon 
our Quarter, and given us Aſſiſtance. 

©, How far was the Royal- Oat from 3 when you fiſt 
loſt your Maſts? 

Ia her 4 licth-after\we loſt « our Maſts ; and ſhe was 
then 2 Mile and half from us. | 

2. Could you ſee what Sail ſhe had ſet d 

A, 1 AC but did not obſerve. 

9. Did you ſee any Number of Shot from the Real Oat 
fall, ſhort ? * No. 

. How do you know ſhe was not within Point-Blank ? 
. I judge only by the Diftance of the Ships, and ſhe did 
not appear to be near enough, 

2, At what Diſtance was the Rogal-Oah from the Sip ſhe 
might have engaged ? 

A. If ſhe had made proper Sail, and ſhot head thoſe Ships 
between her and us, ſhe might have given us the proper Al- 
ſiſtance by engaging the Hercules. 

2. At what Diſtance was the Royal-Oak from you, when 
you ſaw her ? A. A Mile and half, or two Miles, 


D. Was there any Wind then ? A. Yes. 
„ Was there enough for a Ship to anſwer her Helm ? 
A. Ves. 


E Did ſhe never edge fn after you firſt r her? 
Idid not ſee that ſhe did, till after the Admiral wore. 
©. Did (he appear to be at Windward or to Leeward of the 
three Ships between you and her ? 
A. I think ſhe appeared to Leeward of the three ſhe was 
a Mile and half from us, and a-ſtern with all. 
2. How much upon your Quarter? A. Two Points, 
. How many Points was the Admiral upon your Bow ? 
A. One Point. 
2. Which of the four Ships: a-ſtern then appeared to bs 
moſt in a Line with the Admiral? 
A. The Rizal Oak was the Leewardmoſt of all, the Way 
almoſt in the Line; 
©. Was the Reyal. Oatnever nearer you than a Mile and half? 
A. I believe not till they all bore 8 bay I can- 
not be exact as to the Diſtance. 
> Did you ſee the Ræyal. Oaꝶ how ſhe engaged? 
1 tid, not ſee her engaged till after the Wearing, _ 
5 How long did'you ſee che Ro yal-Oak in the whole ? 
A. Two Hours and a half from "the firſt I ſaw her, 


90 


O. Did you never ſee her out of your Stern Ports? 

A. Yes, before we loſt our Maſts. | 

2, How near was the Rzyal-Oak to the ſecond a- ſtern of the A 
Spaniſh Admiral then. J. Half a Mile, or ſomething leſs. " 


9. What Ship did ſhe fire at? | 
A. 1 believe it was at the Hercules; but I could not ſee 1 
4 Then the Priſoner asked.] ©. Did not the Royal-Oak go to 1 


Leeward of you before the Wearing? | 
A. Not to my Knowledge, but I can't fay ſhe was not. 
Then the Priſoner ſaid, It is a remarkable thing, becauſe 
you gave us three Cheers. 
Then the Witnels faid, I do remember it now Captain 
Ililiams mentions it, that he was then to Leeward of us juſt 
after our Maſts were gone: It was before we wore ; but J 
a had forgot it. 
; 9, Was it before the Wearing * A. Ves. 

The Court asked.}) YL, Had the Real bore away then? 

A. Yes. 

Q: Are you poſitive it was after the Real bore away? 

A, I think ſhe was bore away. 

Then the Priſoner ſaid, there is a Gentleman juſt come to 
Town, that was a Lieutenant in the Marlborovgh; and it 
Capt. Neucella does not remember it, perhaps he may. 

The Court ſaid he ſhould be called preſently. 

Then the Judge Advocate told the Court, that Liente- 
nant Hale, of the Marlborough, was juſt come home, and it 
the Court pleaſed, he might be called. And he came into 
Court accordingly, 

Lieutenant Hale came into Court, and was ſworn, 

The Ccurt askrd.) 2, Where was you quartered ? 

A. Upon the middle Gun- Deck. | 

The Court deſired him to relate what he knew relating to 
the Rayal- Oæę. 
bg IVitneſs ſaid, J know very little. of her at the beginning. 

Soon after the Admiral ordered us to bear down; I went down 
a. tomy Quarters, when our Maſts were gone I went upon 
Deck, then I ſaw the Nera, Oa to Leeward of the reit of our 
16? Ships a- ſtern of the Marlborousb. | : 
— ©. Was this after your Natts were gone? 4, Ves. 

Q, Is that all vou know? .. 

D. What Diſtance was ſhe from you then ? 

A. She was upon our Weather Quarter, abqut half a Alile 
rom us then, 

2. How near was the Enemies Ships ? 
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; (10) 

A. Within Point-blank of thoſe Ships a- ſtern of us, that 
were coming up. 

©. Which of 'em did ſhe fire at? 4, The Head moſt, 

. Within Point-blank ? 4. e. 
How long did ſhe engage her? 
I cannot tell, they were firing before I came upon Deck. 

,: How long did ſhe engage from the Time you ſaw her? 

A. Three Quarters of an = after the Time I faw her, 

V9. What made her leave off? 

A, She was engaging when I left the Ship, and went on 
Board of the Admiral, I did not obſerve what ſhe was doing 
after that, 

2. When you firſt obſerved the Ryyal-Oakt, how many 
Ships were between you and her ? | 

A. There were Three between us, there were ſome of em 
further off than the Royal-Oak : The Eſex was further off. 

©, Was the Royal-Oak to Leeward of all thoſe Ships ? 

A, Yes, ſhe was to Leeward of all the Four Sail. 

©. Then there was hardly Room for the other Ships, if ſhe 
was within half a Mile of you ? 

A. The others were further to Windward. 

©. Was the Riyal-Oak, when you ſaw her, as far to Leeward 
as the Admiral, when ſhe began to engage ? 

A, I think ſhe was. 

Q. Did you ever obſerve any Signals, beſides that for the 
Line of Battle, and that to engage, after your Maſts were 

one ? 
: A. There was a Signal in the Morning for the Vice-Admi- 
ral to make more Sail; and after our Maſts were gone, the 
Signal for Battle was hauPd down, and a white Flag was hoiſ- 
ted at the Fore-Topmaſt Head, and a Gun was fred. 

Q. When was this? | 

A, It was when I went to ſeek for the Frigates to affiſt us. 

©. What Time of the Day was it? 

A, It was about Sun-ſett ; it was after we wore. 

J. Did you ever ſee the Royal-Oak to Leeward of your 
Ship ? A, I cannot ſay I did. 

I: Do you remember her being cheer'd by you? 

. No: I was not on Board then. 

©. When you ſaw her; what Poſition was the Enemy 

from her ? | 


A. Some of em were a-ſtern upon her Quarter, and two 
Shot abreaſt of her. | | 
Q: How near was the Royal-Oak then to the Enemy ? 


A. Thoſe which ſhe fired at, ſhe was within Gun-ſhot of 
1 ſaw their Shot go over her, 9, 


ul 


(11) 
* If the Reyal-Oak had gone nearer, when you ſaw her, 
muſt not ſhe have broke the Line? 
A. Ves: She muſt have been to Leeward of us; and to 
Leeward of the Line. | 
< How was the Admiral from you then ? 
. Upon our Weather-bow. 
I How much upon your Weather-bow ? 
. Two Points. 
2: At what diſtance? A. Half a Mile, 
2 How long did the Royal-Oak, engage within Point- 
blank, before the Admiral wore ? 
A. I was gone before the Admiral wore: ſhe was then engaging. 
Q: How long was you cheer'd at firſt by the Royal-Oat, 
before the Engagement began ? 
A. An Hour and half, or Two Hours, | 
©. How long did you ſee the Reyal-Oak engaging ? 
A. IT am very ſure Three Quarters of an Hour. 
©. Was ſhe near enough to do ſufficient Execution? 
A. She was within Point-blank, I ſaw the Shot from the 
Enemy go over her. 
©, What diſtance was ſhe from the Ship ſhe engaged ? | 
A. I do not remember how many Cables length: I believe 
Three Quartersof a Mile; I ſaw the Shot go over her. 
. Why do you think ſhe was within Point-blank ? 
4. Becauſe I ſaw the Shot go over her. 
©. Did any Shot from the Enemy fall ſhort of her? 
A. No: I never did ſee any. 
O. Was you engaging then? 
A. The Real was then upon our Bow, and we could not 
bring our Guns to bear upon her. 
Where was the Namur then? 
. To Windward of us, engaging the Real. 
©. What was the Hercules doing then? | 
A. The Hercules was firing at us, and we at her: but could 
not bring our Guns to bear upon the Real. 
Did you receive much Damage from the Hercules? 
I believe moſt of the Damage we received, was from the 
Hercules. | 
Then Juan Bapti/ta, Pilot of the Malborcugh, was called 
in. His Depoſition read, ſetting forth, that he was Pi- 
lot of the Marlborough, the Ship ſtationed next a- ſtern of 
the Admiral, on the 117) of February, 1743. That 
about Nine or Ten the Signals was made, for the Line of 
Battle, a-head : That the Rupert, was in fight of the 
Signal, that about Half an Hour paſt Ten, the Signal was 
made to engage, and that about One, the Namur and 
| B 2 Malborough 


(12) 
Marlborough bore down, and engaged the Real, and her 
Second a-ftern, That at the beginning, and during the 
whole Engagement, the Rupert and Royal-Oak were out 
of Point «Blank, That the Marlborough was diſabled, 
having her Main and Mizen Maſts ſhot away; and that 
the Ehen, Rupert, and Royal-Oak were capable of giving 
her Aſſiſtance, but did not. That the Anne-Galley Fireſhip p 
bore down between 3 and 4 ; and that the Ee, Ry- 
pert, and Keyal-Oak might have covered her, "That if 
any of the four Ships a-ſtern of the Marlborough had bore 
down to ſuccour her, they might have done it, and 
might have ſtopped the ſternmoſt of the Spaniſb Ships 
from getting a-head, till the Vice-Admiral, and his Di- 
vifion, could have got up 

Then the Court asted.] 2, Did you ever ſee the Ryzal-Oa; 
engage the Enemy ? 

A. After we had done engaging, I ſaw a Ship more to 
Leeward, than any of the others a-ſtern, and believe it was 
the Royal. Oak hailed us, cheered us, and came to Leeward 
of Us. 

O. Was the Ryjal-Oak then within Point- Blank ? 

A. The Shot fel ſhort of her at firſt, 

9. Was the Rozal-Oak within Point-Blank before you loit 
your Maſts ? 

A, I cannot tell whether ſhe was within Point-Blank. 

How near was the Royal-Oak at the neareſt ? 

Z. Within half a Mile. 

2. Did you ſee the Reyal-Oak fire after you loſt your 
C Aft. 108 

: If the Reyal-Oak had bore down, and engaged the four 
Ships of the Enemy that were coming up cloſely, would not 
ihe have been to Leeward of the Line? 

A. Yes, becauſe thoſe Ships were to Leeward of the Real. 

L, Was ſhe near enough to do Execution? 

A. Yes, in the latter Part of the Action, after we had 
done engaging. 

9. Did ſhe make all the Sail ſhe could from her firſt com. 
in into the Fleet: A. She was in the Line. 

©. Could the Royal-Oak have bore down ſooner than ſhe 
did 7 A. Yes, all the Ships a-ſtern of us might. 

5 What Ship could ſhe have engaged then ? | 
The Hercules, or the headmolt of the four Ships that 
were coming up. 

2 What Diſtance was the head moſt of the Spaniſh Sup: 

-m the Rozal-Oatk then? 
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A. I cannot fay ſhe was not far from them; if ſhe had 
bore away ſhe might have attacked them, or the Ship a-ftern 
the Spaniſb Admiral that plagued us. 

Q. What diſtance was the headmoſt of the four Spani/h 
Ships coming up from you at the beginning? 

A. At a great diſtance, 2 Miles and half a-ſtern, and to 
Leeward upon our Lee-Quarter. 

What Diſtance was the Royal-Oak then? 
She was the ſternmoſt of the four that were a-ſtern of us. 

9. Was the Ryyal-Oak within Gun-ſhot of the Enemy 
then? A. No. 

2. Could ſhe have gone within Gun- ſhot without going to 
Leeward of the Line? 

A. Yes, if ſhe had bore down with us ſhe might. 

2. What Diſtance was the Ryyal-Oak from you, when ſhe 
engaged? A, I cannot tell exactly. 

D. What Ship was neareſt you, when you loſt your Maſts ? 

A. The two middle Ships were. 

Q: Did you, when you loſt your Maſts, look at the Ad- 
miral ? A. Yes 

Where was he then? 
Till we loſt our Maſts, he was to the South-Eaſt upon 
our Weather-Bow. 

. Did you obſerve any Signal the Admiral had out then, 
beſides that for the Line of Battle, and to engage? A. No. 

©. Could the Royal-Oatk have given you any Succour, if 
ſhe had bore down properly. A, Yes. 

O2. Could ſhe have bore down? 

A. There was Wind enough for them all to come up. 

Was the Rzyat-Oak in her Station at the beginning? 
Yes. 

9: If all the four Ships had bore down, would the Spaniſb 
Ships coming up have weathered them ? 

A. No, I believe not. 

j : How long were you engaged before you ſaw the Royal- 
ak © 

A. 1 ſaw her juſt after we had loſt our Maſts. 

9. Did ſhe fire before that? A. I cannot tell. 

* Did you ſee any Ships ſhe could have fired at? 

: No. After our Maſts were gone I could not ſee any 
Ship 8. 
How long did the Reyal-Oak engage? 
Z. 1 don't know. 


Q. Did the NO eſcape within Point-Blank of the 


Enemy! ? 


A. 
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A. Their Shot could reach one another very well. 

Then Lieutenant Hide, of the Marlborough, was called in 

and ſworn, and aſked by the Court, 

85 Where was you quartered ? 

. Upon the upper Deck. 

Then his Depoſition was read, ſetting forth, That, be- 
tween 9 and 10, the Signal was made for the Line of 
Battle a-head ; that about 1, the Admiral and Mar! 
borough bore down and engaged ; ſoon fafter the Marl- 
borough was diſabled, the Namur and Norfolk were then 
engaged with the Enemy; that the Rupert and Royal- 
Oak, might have aſſiſted the Marlborough, but did not; 
that the Ann-Galley Fireſhip bore down, and that the 
Rupert and Reyal-Oak might have cover'd her, but did 
not. 

Then the Court asted.] 2. Was the Reyal-Oatk within Point- 

Blank: 
A. I cannot tell all the Ships a-ſtern of us were to Wind- 

ward, 

Was it ever in the Ryyal-Oat's power to have engaged 
the Enemy ? A, I cannot ſay. 

Where was the Royal-Oakt when you began to engage? 

. They were all to Windward. I did not mind her par- 
ticularly. 

2. How many of our Ships were a-ftern of you? 

A. The Dorſetſbire, Eſſex, Rupert, and Reoyal-Oak, 

©. Might any of them have bore down and engaged as well 

as you? 

A. I cannot ſay there was Wind enough. 

2. Could not they then have bore down? 

A. T think they might. | 

©. Did you ever ſee the Royal-Oak engaged with the Ene- 

my ? A. No. 

9. Was the Royal-Oak firing when you ſaw her? 

©. I never ſaw her fire, 

2. How far was the Royal-Oak from the Marlborough ?! 

A. I cannot ſay. ; | 

Humphry St. Hill, Mate of the Marlborough, was called in, 

and (worn, the Court aſked : 

O. Where was you quartered ? 

A. At the Braces forwards. | 

Then his Depoſition was read, ſetting forth, That on the 
11th of February 1743, he was Mate of the MHarlbo- 
reugh That in the Morning a Signal was made for the 
Line of Battle a-head: That Captain Williams com- 

manded 


(15) 
manded the Royal-Oak, and Captain Ambroſe the Ry. 
pert 3 that the Combined Fleet was about three or four 
Miles Diſtance from our Centre, when the ſaid Signal 
was made ; that about 11 the Signal was made to engage, 
and about 1 the Namur and Marlborough bore down 
and engaged the Real and Hercules ; that the Rypert and 
Royal-Oak bore down, but not ſo near as they ought to 
have done, as there was Wind enough. 
Then the Court asked.] 2, What Ship could the Royal-Oak 
have engaged, if ſhe had bore down in your Wake ? 
| A. he ſecond, the headmoſt of the 5 Sail a-ſtern of the 
| Spaniſh Admiral. 
a 2. Was ſhe within Gun - ſhot at firſt? A. J think not. 
| ©. If the Ryyal-Oak had bore down in your Wake, could 
ſhe have aſſiſted you againſt the Hercules, A. Yes. 


5 85 Did you receive any Damage from the Hercules? 
Ves, a good deal. 


D) Therefore, if the Rzyal-Oak had bore down, ſhe might 
have affiſted ? A, Nes. 
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d 2. Did you ſee the Royal-Oak engage? A. Tes. 
; 9. At what Diſtance? A. I cannot fay. 


After your Maſts were gone, could ſhe have gone 
nearer without breaking the Line 7 


A. I believe not; the four Ships a-ſtern would have fetch'd 
| into the Marlborough's Wake. 


©. Was ſhe ina Line with you? A. No. 
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ll J. Did the Admiral haul off firſt? 
| A The Admiral ſaid to our Captain, Do you bear down, 
| and 1 will follow you. — The Admiral fired a Quarter-Deck 
| Shot, and after half an Hour the Admiral hauled his Wind, 
and broke the Line. 
le- 9. What Diſtance was the Royal-Oak from you at the firſt 
beginning? A. Two or three Miles. 
| ©. How far was the headmoſt of the Span Ships from you 
then ? A, Two or three Miles. 
| ©. Was the Ryzal-Oak the Leewardmoſt of the four Ships 
| a-ftern of you? A. I cannot fay. 
in, WW ©. Did you ever obſerve any Signal made by the Admiral 
| after the dariborough's Maſts were gone, beſides the Signal to 
| engage ? A. No. 
| ©. Do you think the Royal-Oak was within Point-Blank 
the Wh when ſhe fired ? A. I cannot ſay, 
py Did you ſee any Shot fly over her ? | 
. No, I ſaw her Smoke. | 
&. Did you obſerve how long ſhe engaged? A. No. 4 
S i 
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2. When you ſaw her Smoke, was ſhe at the proper Di- 
ſtance to engage the Enemy? | 
A. No, I cannot ſay, but I think not. 
. Whether was the Royal-Oat or the Rupert at the greateſt 


Diſtance ? A. I cannot ſay. 

5 — you never ſee the Ryyal-Oat engaging properly ? 

; O0. a | 

N Did the Roya/-Oak go to Leeward of you after your 
Maſts were gone? A. I cannot ſay. 

©, Do you remember any thing of any Cheers from the 
Royal-Oak ? H. Nos | 

2. When you loſt your Maſts, which of the four Ship: 
a-ſtern was neareſt you? A. The Dor ſetſbire. 


2. What Time of the Day did you ſee the Royal-Oat fire ? 

A. It was after two, and after our Maſts were gone; 
when the Maſts went away, I ſaw two Ships a-ſtern. fire at 
the Ships coming up, and I looked out to ſee which, and be- 
lieve it was the Royal-Oak and Rupert. 

2. What Time did you ſee the Royal-Oak laſt ? 

A, Never after that Time. 

Then the Priſoner asked.] Q,: Did you ſee the Dor/ct/hire, 
Eſſex, - Rupert firing at the Time you ſay I could have come 
down! | 
a A. About two I ſaw the Dor ſelſbire, and believe you were 

ring. 

O: If I had gone down, ſhould not I have gone through 
their Fire ? A. I cannot ſay. ; 

Richard Hamilton, Boatſwain of the Namur, called in, 

and ſworn, and his Depoſition read, ſetting forth, That 

he was Boatſwain of the Namur on the 11th of February 

1743; that in the Morning the Signal was made to en- 

gage; that Admiral Mathews and Rowley bore and en— 

gaged the Enemy; that the Ee, Rupert, and Reoyal- 

Oak were ſtationed a- ſtern of the Marlborough; that the 

ert and Royal-Oat bore down within Point-Blank, 

during Part of the Engagement; but they kept to Wind 

ward of the Namur till the Evening; that the Namur 

and Marlborough were har d preſſed by the Enemy, an 

the Ma riborough loſt her Maſts ; that the Rupert an 
Royal-Oak might have aſſiſted her, but did not. 

5 Then the Court asted.] Q, Was the Rozal-Oat never in the 

Line ? 

A. She came along-fide of us about 10 in the Morning, 

and I ncver ſaw her afterwards, ” 
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